INTRODUCTION
From the growth of Roman domination over Greece and Egypt or the binding of independent Chinese states into unified China through the Emperor Qin's adoption of a common written language and common currency, much of world history has turned on the tension between the populace in a region and its cultural brethren in the diaspora. The contrast between the words of the Psalm and the poetry of Faiz articulate the tension felt in expatriate communities and the divergent experiences of diaspora.
3 Unlike any prior era in history, however, modern technology allows 6migr6s and refugees to participate in the cultural life of their homeland at unprecedented levels. These expatriates may form communities focusing on the land they have left, vote in elections in their homelands, and participate in the economic life of their former state. As a result, in politics, commerce, and community, the twentieth century ists. How many important stories have been buried? How much truth has been replaced by lies?" 7 Instead of the traditional media assisting, it was ineffective-if not complicit-in maintaining the status quo.
The fall of Tunisia's dictatorship was not solely the social media power of Facebook and Twitter. Nor was the protest of Mr. Bouazizi likely more than a catalyst. Decades of labor unrest had stressed the nation and erupted often in the years leading up to the overthrow. 8 Many converging forces were at play, including the information gleaned from the cache of United States diplomatic cables released by a disgruntled military employee to WikiLeaks. 9 The WikiLeak cables embarrassed U.S. and world leaders and potentially undermined the candidness of diplomatic efforts, ' 0 but they have already had some direct impact on the populations of the world held in the dark through totalitarian control of the media.
In Tunisia, the WikiLeaks disclosures fueled the outrage spawned by Mr. Bouazizi. "Further ammunition came from hunting through U.S. diplomatic cables made public by WikiLeaks charting the venality of the President, his wife, Leila Trabelsi, and the kleptocracy they headed."' I
The impact of the revolution in Tunisia has been shared and tweeted across the region.'
2 "In Egypt, the tried-and-true tool for opponents of President Hosni Mubarak in recent years has been Facebook. Most recently, it was on Facebook . . . which boasts five million users in Egypt, the most in the Arab world-where youthful outrage over the killing of a prominent activist spread, leading to the protests in Cairo's Tahrir Square ....
13
Equally important, the cell phone camera has brought the bloody images of protest to the public' 4 -echoing the impact network television news once had on the U.S. perception of the war in Vietnam.' As of the time of this writing, Egypt's President Hosni Mubarak has resigned and been placed on trial,' 6 Libya's bloody civil war resulted in the overthrow of the Gadaffi regime, 1 7 protests have been held in Bahrain and Yemen, and ameliorative efforts haven taken place in Saudi Arabia and Jordan. In China, the phrase "Jasmine Revolution" has been blocked from the Internet. 18 Most explosively, Syria is devolving into an armed struggle of civil conflict and possible chaos.
19
As the professional media becomes supplemented or supplanted by blogs, video and photo sites, personal websites, whistle-blower websites and social media, the movement and impact of communications will inevitably change. As was the case in Tunisia, governments may lose some of the formal or informal controls they have over the dissemination of news and geographic borders will no longer be barriers to dissemination of content. Other governments will try to tighten control.
3 0 The predictions that Iran's government would fall to the power of the twitter-enabled crowd proved naive. 21 Still, the cumulative effect remains startling.
The phenomenon has been described in the Middle East as "a system in a state of self-organized criticality. A self-organized critical system is defined as a complex system which-without explicit design or deliberate external shaping-trends towards a critical state. This critical state is unstable and subject to cascades of varying sizes into less organized states."
22 Throughout the region, the issues of poverty, unemployment and dictatorship have The archetypal example is a sandpile slowly growing by additional sand dropped onto the pile, grain by grain. A single grain dropped on the pile can occasionally cause an "avalanche" of unpredictable size. The initial grain can cause other grains to fall, which in turn can effect still more. The avalanches display power-law behavior: small ones happen much, much more frequently than large ones.
The basis for the cascade is an underlying buildup of tensions (like the sand) which has to reach a point of crisis at any one location before actions are taken. However, this point of crisis also depends on the actions of neighbors. Thus, once something happens in one place, the outbreak cascades. The current unrest can thus be considered as an avalanche in the sandpile of the Middle East.
Id. 23 id.
REVOLUTIONS AND EXPATRIATES
At its extreme, this interconnectedness may illustrate the declining role of the nationstate in an information economy. 24 As both goods and information have moved toward a networked, global economy, the ability of a country to control production of goods and management of content has ebbed. 25 The means of production are distributed throughout multiple jurisdictions and the economic influence of any one government is diminished because of the enterprise's diffusion. Moreover, the global trade has increasingly become information and intangible goods, with "at least 70%" of the world's gross domestic product being wholly or partially intangible goods.
26
The information globalization has transformed the relation of the enterprise and the state. 27 And the transformation is stark:
For the first time in history, the basic unit of economic organization is not a subject, be it individual (such as the entrepreneur, or the entrepreneurial family) or the collective (such as the capitalist class, the corporation, the state) ....
[Tlhe unit is the network, made up of a variety of subjects and organizations, relentlessly modified as networks adapt to supportive environments and market structures.
28
The new network of economic organization has made its impact felt most profoundly in the Tunisian revolution, but shows its influence everywhere. Journalist Thomas Friedman has written extensively on the phenomenon:
[Tihere have been three great eras of globalization. The first lasted from 1492 ... until around 1800. 1 would call this era Globalization 1.0 ....
[T]he key agent of change, the dynamic force driving the process of global integration was how much brawn-how much muscle, how much horsepower, wind power, or, later, steam power-your country had and how creatively you could deploy it ....
The second great era, Globalization 2.0, lasted roughly from 1800 to 2000, interrupted by the Great Depression and World Wars I and II... [The driving force] was multinational companies .... It was during this era that we really saw the birth and maturation of a global economy, in the sense there was enough movement of goods and information from continent to continent for there to be a global market, with global arbitrage in products and labor ....
[I]n Globalization 3.0- the force that gives it its unique character-is the newfound power for individuals to collaborate and compete globally.
2 9
The transformation of Friedman's Globalization 3.0 is that both the state and the multinational company are losing control of the means of global production. 30 The tools of the networked globalism have moved from the state to the multinational company and now to the individual. 
.[is]
about what level of autonomy we allow individuals to express themselves." This is true for the individual, among each community, in every state, and in cultures than exist beyond the state-whether in the social affinity of one's ancient homeland or in the diaspora of expatriate indigenous cultures.
33 "The rise in extra-territorial relations, including the expansion of transnational and international administrative and judicial entities, further challenges the notion of absolute territorial borders." 34 "Observers of globalization are increasingly recognizing that globalization is having a significant impact on matters such as local cultures, matters which are less tangible and hard to quantify, but often fraught with intense emotion and controversy." 35 The state is diminishing in importance as its citizens are rising.
The softening of the nation-state's territorial borders has not only the deconstructive aspects, but also constructive attributes. Expatriate and Diaspora communities often participate in the cultural and economic life of their former lands.
As a whole, Diaspora groups frequently play a critical role in accelerating technology exchange and foreign direct investment in their home economies. For some, there is non-financial intrinsic motivation. In addition to utilizing [Information and Communication Technologies] to enhance remittance services, Diasporas are helping to bridge the digital divide in their countries of origin by incorporating technology transfer into social, economic, and political assistance activities. 36 The question is not whether new communications technologies are transforming the relationship of citizens with their former countrymen, but how these technologies are shaping commerce, culture and conflict. Put another way, in the flattened world of the information age, how is it that all politics remain local? 37 Left unanswered from the uprisings in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, and elsewhere is the nature of the country left in its wake. Are these uprisings "democratic," and if so, what does this mean? The American revolution contemplated this challenge:
Justice is the end of government. It is the end of civil society. It ever has been and ever will be pursued until it be obtained, or until liberty be lost in the pursuit. In a society under the forms of which the stronger faction can readily unite and oppress the weaker, anarchy may as truly be said to reign as in a state of nature, where the weaker individual is not secured against the violence of the stronger; and as, in the latter state, even the stronger individuals are prompted, by the uncertainty of their condition, to submit to a government which may protect the weak as well as themselves; so, in the former state, will the more powerful factions or parties be gradually induced, by a like motive, to wish for a government which will protect all parties, the weaker as well as the more powerful.
38
The goal, to Madison, was not to create a hegemonic power that eliminated discord and dissent, but a factional government focused on justice and civil liberty. In this view, the federalist nature of co-equal branches of government and tension between federal and state governments served a moderating purpose to disaggregate power and thus limit the temptation for its abuse. 39 These concepts, flowing from John Milton and John Locke, focus on liberalism or "the right of every individual to self-determination at the centre of justice."' ' 4 In contrast, a more social philosophy suggested by Rousseau provides that the state has a duty to promote equality. 31 Id. at 265 ("It is of great importance in a republic not only to guard the society against the oppression of its rulers, but to guard one part of the society against the injustice of the other part."). tions grew and treaties among nations tended to reinforce the sovereignty of individual states.
3
As communications technologies improved, global travel increased and the transaction costs of trade declined. In the late twentieth century, however, a new paradigm began to emerge.
The latter part of the twentieth century and the early twenty-first century have seen the emergence of a more porous view of the nation state, and changed views of the role of government: it would perform fewer functions on its own and more in partnership with other actors. Associated with this change in public policy about what the state was to do was a consequential change in how it was to act. 44 "Liberty, equality, internal peace and the universal common good were all undisputed goals of the state. But what was in dispute was the relative priority that should be accorded to these goals, and real content or meaning of each of them." 4 5 Whether by cause or consequence, the impact of these changing relationships has adjusted the ability of citizens to act outside the control of their state-without the state as an intermediary.
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The rise in significance of communities within states and communities sharing common identity divided among political states creates further tension on the philosophical role of the state. A political concept of communitarianism "refers to the values of the communities and prioritises the value of common welfare over the value of individual liberty and individualistic capitalism."
47 By emphasizing the rights of the group's common welfare over the interests of the individual, the values of communitarianism can be seen to dovetail with interests in expatriate and Diaspora communities to the extent communitarianism extends to protections of minority communities' interests from majoritiarian pressures.
8
At the same time, the rights of individuals to assert their interests within their community has the potential to create unequal treatment among various individuals under the law. tional minority and those belonging to the majority. In this respect, they shall take due account of the specific conditions of the persons belonging to national minorities.
Article 4.3. The measures adopted in accordance with paragraph 2 shall not be considered to be an act of discrimination.
50
The Framework Convention for the Protection of Minorities neatly places the liberalism ideal of protection of the individual and the socialistic ideal of a society engendering equality with the minority-communitarian structure of minorities protected from the majority-and presumably each other-while advancing a socialist ideal within the state. This is the correct result since, were the philosophy liberalism, the protection of the minority would be secondary to that of the individual. While not consistent with Locke and Milton, such a result may be more in line with Madison and the goal of competing factions to assure no dominance of any majority and a lessening of governance itself.
In contrast with the traditional notion of the state, organized communities can increasingly maintain the cohesive culture or substantive beliefs of their peoplehood while living in a geographically distinct area. Admittedly, "it is difficult to offer an unproblematic shared understanding of the concept of diaspora but . ..there is enough commonality of understanding of the concept that a comparative investigation ... makes sense." 5 I Examples include communities for whom the historical boundaries of clan, language, and culture were sundered by political forces. Other examples include refugees living just over the border from their homes, awaiting political stability or the end to living conditions that preclude a return home. Whether they have fled oppression or draught, the refugees remain citizens of their country with no integration with the region providing temporary shelter.
Still other examples include 6migr6s who have left their original homeland for another country. Whether for economic opportunity or to avoid the conditions of their homeland, these individuals have embarked upon a series of difficult steps to establish themselves in a new country. Modern 6migrrs, however, may find themselves connected through the ubiquity of traditional media and the convenience of social media to be communicating with the country they have left as often as with people in the country to which they now belong.
In each of these examples, and the many additional variations, the expatriates and members of the diasporic community inevitably play an important role in political and economic development.
The capacity of some diasporas to secure tangible and intangible resources in support of armed conflicts, the often opaque institutional and network structures that can allow for transnational transfers of arms and money to state and non-state actors, including terrorist groups, as well as to more deserving causes (for instance as humanitarian assistance), along with rapid transnational communication, mean that, in the era of globalization, diaspo-50 id. Within a country's minority community or the expatriate community outside that country, the influence wielded may be used to further the group's political aspirations through peaceful means or through military and paramilitary action. Studies of Diaspora communities suggest that some are destabilizing while others are effective at nation-building. 53 The broad array of empirical evidence and scholarly research has failed to predict any pattern regarding how any particular expatriate community will influence a particular conflict.
H. DISINTERMEDIATION OF THE STATE
What can now be predicted, however, is that the changing role of the nation-state has created an opportunity for expatriate and diasporic communities to be more influential on the outcome of the political conflicts than they had been in the previous century. "Marshall McLuhan once prophesied that communications technologies would turn the world into a global village. Instead of a single cosmopolitan community, however, they may have produced a congeries of global villages, each with all the parochial prejudices that the word implies, but with a greater awareness of global inequality ... all in the presence of television cameras and the Internet." 54 As the state loses its grip on media regulation, economic policy, trade rules, conflict resolution, and access to information, members of the community living outside the jurisdiction have fewer barriers to participate than ever before and lower costs for communicating, financing, and traveling than at any time in history.
Whatever the political philosophy, the changing role of the state in its relationship with its citizenry fits the classic economic paradigm of disintermediation. If a nation can be analogized to a business, 55 its disintermediation occurs "where changes in the current business model or advances in technology mean that a company ceases to need to use intermediaries to create the value sought by end customers." 56 Although disintermediation is more typically applied in the economic or transactional context, it applies with equal force to the relation between the individual and the state. State monopolies in journalism, telecommunications, education, finance and production have all declined. 57 "The importance of assess- This same trend has moved the locus of power outside of government, towards lower governmental subdivisions 6 0 and to supranational organizations such as the European Union.
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The cause of disintermediation is not merely the public's gravitation towards greater efficiency, but perhaps also the challenge of scalability of the current governance structure, or as Daniel Bell described it, the state has "become too small for the big problems of life and too big for the small problems."
62 Bell states that "the older social structures are cracking because political scales of sovereignty and authority do not match the economic scale. In many areas we have more and more economic integration and political fragmentation .".."63
Moreover, the diminution of the state flows as a natural consequence from the emergence of unmediated services made available to its citizens. There may be a wide array of causes for any particular government to provide fewer direct services, including a libertarian political philosophy, increased costs, decreased resources, or lessened demand by the public. International commercial disputes-and domestic contract disputes-are increasingly resolved through privatized arbitration instead of sovereign judiciaries; 64 increased privatization of direct services; social services are returning to the provenance of the nonprofit sector; and governmental owned or licensed broadcasters are being supplemented or supplanted by social media. In these and many other examples, government has undergone its own disintermediation. In addition, automation has further reduced the interaction between the public employee and the public. For example, governmental agencies have used the efficiencies of Internet-based information, fill-in forms and similar tools to reduce the number of employees-gaining efficiency but losing the interactions between the government official and member of the public. 65 Once a service is provided through a website, does the citizen being served notice or care what entity is hosting the site? The disintermediation of certain state functions would have little bearing on the broader public policy unless the services provided by the state are critical to a state's social " Id. at 138. 
. Governments throughout the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD) 'downloaded' a number of responsibilities to 'lower' levels throughout the 1990s."). 61 Id. at 138 ("More important, the recent evolution of the European Union has been a response to the recognition that the territorially defined limits of the state were inadequate in an interdependent global economy."). 
III. NORMATIVE PERSUASION THROUGH SOCIAL TRENDS
In 1990, John Ikenberry and Charles A. Kupchan postulated a refinement in theory of hegemonic power focused on the normative persuasion of primary states over their neighbors. 67 They recognized that the power of a state-particularly a hegemonic state-comes in part from its control over "material incentives" affected through "threats of punishment or promises of reward." ' 68 But they also found that a hegemonic power exercises influence by "altering the substantive beliefs of leaders of other nations." 69 "Power is thus exercised through a process of socialization in which the norms and value orientation of leaders in secondary states change and more closely reflect those of the dominant state." By using soft influence-education, elite access, recognition and accolades, and similar techniques, the influencing nation shapes the values and culture of the other countries within its sphere of influence.
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The soft influence can be seen when the children of foreign governments are educated at Harvard or in other elite U.S. universities; when state department dinners are treated as rewards for policy decisions; how trade missions are structured and staffed; which infrastructure projects are financed; and where culture and art exchanges are emphasized. Economic trade is both a tool for soft influence and a reward for it.
7
Such techniques are used by every government to build alliances with its neighbors. Countries with greater resources are more influential.
The purpose of public diplomacy and strategic communication activities the world. Even internally, government media policies that explicitly shape narratives seem to be throwbacks to another era, one in which competition for national identity could be contained. Even more in jeopardy is the "bubble," the power of law to contain debate within traditional physical boundaries. The consequences for law are intriguing because the passion for using law to regulate loyalties, fence out competition, and fabricate or reinforce national identities will not disappear. The market for loyalties persists; what changes are the market's players, the mechanisms for control, and, finally, the future of the state. 83 Through international trade agreements such as the TRIPS Agreement, 84 barriers to entry for cultural goods have been reduced. The practical structure of the Internet has made it more difficult for governments to regulate the access to social media and Internet content by their citizens. And the ubiquitous presences of "pirate sites" trading and selling unauthorized copies of music, films, television shows, sporting events, books and other publications has democratized access to virtually all popular creative content in production. 85 The dissemination of culture has gone viral. It can no longer be mediated by the state, and can barely be mediated through the media producers themselves. Instead, viral culture is mediated, if at all, by the social media elite-the self-identified, highly active individuals who invest their time and resources to influence the trends on the Internet.
It is not enough to recognize that the world is interconnected, or that we all live within six degrees of separation from every other individual. 86 The key to dissemination is the connectors-individuals who interact with decision makers, and in turn, engage much larger communities. 87 These connectors may be intentional market-influencers or they may be unaware of the large intersecting communities in which they travel. So long as the information can be transferred through their networks, there node in the network retains significance. 88 
